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(57) ABSTRACT

Systems and methods of the disclosure are directed toward
removing moisture from, and controlling the temperature of,
spent nuclear fuel stored in spent fuel containers and the
containers themselves. A vacuum system may remove vapor
and gas from the container to reduce pressure and stimulate
moisture evaporation. The potentially radioactive gas exiting
the spent fuel container can also be transported to a radioac-
tive waste gas system. A non-reactive gas is then circulated
through a circulation path, which is communicatively
coupled to a spent fuel container. The non-reactive gas can
absorb heat and/or moisture from the spent fuel stored within
the spent fuel container. Accordingly, heat can be removed by
a heat exchanger coupled to the circulation path. Condensate
moisture can also be removed from the circulation path.

13 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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SYSTEM AND METHOD TO CONTROL
SPENT NUCLEAR FUEL TEMPERATURES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Appli-
cation Ser. No. 61/479,082, filed Apr. 26, 2011, which is
incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

Spent nuclear fuel has historically been stored in deep
reservoirs of water, called spent fuel pools, within nuclear
power plants. This spent fuel storage technology is often
termed “wet storage.” Spent fuel pools at reactors are reach-
ing their spent fuel capacity limits, causing concerns about
the need to shut down reactors because there is no more room
for the spent fuel. Dry nuclear spent fuel storage technology
(termed “dry storage™) is deployed throughout the world to
expand the capabilities of nuclear power plants to discharge
and store nuclear spent fuel external to a reactor’s spent fuel
pool, thereby extending the operating lives of the power
plants. Two classes of technology are used in dry spent fuel
storage: metal casks with final closure lids that are bolted
closed at the power plants after loading with spent fuel, and
concrete storage casks containing metal canisters having can-
ister final closure lids that are welded closed or sealed with
mechanical methods at the power plants following spent fuel
loading. This latter dry storage technology is referred to as
canister-based concrete spent fuel storage. The concrete cask
serves as an enclosure or overpack structure that provides
mechanical protection, heat removal features, and radiation
shielding for the inner metal canister that encloses the radio-
active material. The use of this technology tends to have
significant capital cost and other economic advantage over
the use of metal cask technology for storage.

However, for transport of spent nuclear fuel, metal casks
are still the preferred technology. For dry, spent nuclear fuel
transport, two fundamental classes of technology are used: (i)
metal casks with final closure lids (or 1id) that are bolted
closed at power plants or other facilities after loading of the
spent fuel into open compartments of a separate structure
nested within the cask body (termed the “basket™); this tech-
nology when used for spent fuel shipment is termed “bare
fuel” transport; and (ii) similar metal casks with bolted final
closure lids (or lid) having the metal canister used in dry
storage within the cask body, the canister containing the bas-
ket structure and the final closure 1id (or lids) installed at the
power plants or other facility following spent fuel loading;
this technology when used for spent fuel shipment is called
“canistered fuel” transport.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Many aspects of the present disclosure can be better under-
stood with reference to the following drawings. The compo-
nents in the drawings are not necessarily to scale, emphasis
instead being placed upon clearly illustrating the principles of
the disclosure. Moreover, in the drawings, like reference
numerals designate corresponding parts throughout the sev-
eral views.

FIG. 1 is an example system for controlling the tempera-
ture of spent nuclear fuel according to various embodiments
of the disclosure.
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FIG. 2 is an example method for controlling the tempera-
ture of spent nuclear fuel according to various embodiments
of the disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Throughout the technology considerations involving dry
storage and transport of spent nuclear fuel discussed above,
there is an issue that is common for each and that is of prime
importance in assuring the long term integrity of the casks and
canisters, as well as the spent nuclear fuel in dry storage or
during transport. That consideration is the drying process for
the fuel and containers that must be performed prior to the
final closure of the canister or the metal cask at the power
plant. Arriving at a condition within the spent fuel container
(cask or canister) where all moisture below a specified mini-
mum value has been removed is a most important step for the
long term integrity of the container and the spent fuel. The
process to accomplish this involves a careful balance of mois-
ture removal and heat removal from the spent fuel container
so that the cladding of the spent fuel is not subject to elevated
temperatures or temperature cycling that may result in clad-
ding degradation and a limitation on that cladding’s structural
stability, a critical characteristic that is determinative of its
long term integrity.

Over the last four decades, the process that has proven itself
for moisture removal from spent fuel containers has been
vacuum drying. That process is still the most efficient and
safest process for insuring sufficient moisture removal from
spent fuel containers. However, because the nuclear fuel
cycle has now advanced to a condition where spent fuel has
been burned in reactors at higher uranium (**° U) enrichments
and for much longer periods (as measured in terms of the
megawatt-days per ton of uranium produced by the fuel) and
where it is necessary to place spent fuel into dry storage or
transport containers after much shorter periods of cooling, the
heat generation rate (heat-rate) of the spent fuel within con-
tainers is much higher than has been the case for the last 4
decades. With such a developing situation, one of the key
strengths of vacuum drying, the production of fuel heat within
the container, which greatly assists in moisture evaporation,
could become a liability because fuel temperatures may reach
unacceptable levels, or an exclusive vacuum drying process
may allow fuel temperatures to vary outside of acceptable
ranges. It is, therefore, the purpose of this method to provide
anintegrated system of vacuum drying with ancillary features
and functions that make full use of the proven and safe drying
features of current systems, while integrating such features/
functions with new and unique methods, systems, processes
and procedures that allow vacuum drying to work at its pro-
ductive best while protecting the spent fuel and enhancing the
vacuum drying moisture removal.

Dry spent fuel storage and transport system designs must
generally comply with governmental regulatory require-
ments. As part of the implementation of these requirements,
regulatory bodies have issued design limitations on the allow-
able temperature of the spent nuclear fuel during the loading,
drying, and closure of the canisters or transport casks, during
the storage of the systems at the power plants, and during the
transport of the spent fuel away from the plant. Drying of the
spent fuel and the inside of the containers that store or trans-
port it is a significant operational and regulatory consider-
ation in order to assure there is little, if any, retained moisture
that could produce long term degradation of the fuel or of the
system that contains the fuel. When dry storage canisters
and/or metal casks are being prepared for closure and mois-
ture is being removed to dry the spent fuel in preparation for
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storage or transport, the regulatory requirements stipulate
both a maximum allowable fuel temperature and a maximum
range of temperature variation that the spent fuel is allowed to
experience.

Storage and transport systems, in combination with the
ancillary drying systems used to remove the moisture, are
designed to limit fuel temperatures and temperature varia-
tions while still fulfilling the drying function. These tempera-
ture limits help assure that the material properties of the spent
fuel cladding are maintained in a safe and predictable range.
However, controlling the maximum temperature of the spent
fuel and the range of its variation during fuel drying in prepa-
ration for storage or transport can become a difficult technical
design task when the spent fuel has in-reactor burn up and/or
post-reactor cooling period characteristics that cause it to
have high heat generation rates. Such is now more often the
case, as utilities are generating large amounts of spent nuclear
fuel that have been exposed to longer periods in-reactor to
extract more energy from the contained uranium (known as
high burn up fuel), and that cannot be kept in wet storage for
as long as desired because of spent fuel pool capacity or other
regulatory limits.

Of the methods for drying closed spent fuel containers,
vacuum drying is the foremost process having a demonstrated
effectiveness over many years to achieve spent fuel and con-
tainer dryness. Vacuum drying uses simple and proven sys-
tems and equipment, does not require any special or unique
re-orientation of the spent fuel container, and introduces no
special chemicals that might raise concerns of material inter-
actions and integrity. For these reasons, vacuum drying is also
the most widely used process for drying. Vacuum drying uses
pumping systems to reduce the pressure within the closed
spent fuel container system, so that, even with very low heat
rates from the spent fuel, liquid water will flash to water vapor
and, together with any other gases, be removed by the very
system that is establishing the vacuum within the spent fuel
container. In one example, the pressure can be reduced from
approximately atmospheric pressure to a pressure range of a
few millibars (e.g., tenths of an inch Hg, ten millibars, etc.).
Dryness is also easily measured once a vacuum has been
established. If the system pressure, without pumping,
remains stable over a period of time, no further conversion of
water to vapor is occurring and the closed system is dry. A
further and unique advantage of vacuum drying is displayed
when some spent fuel rods having small cracks or holes that
permit water from the spent fuel pool to leak into the rods
during wet storage (such rods are termed “water-logged
rods”) must be placed into dry storage or transported. The
vacuum drying process results in a pressure differential
across the spent fuel cladding of water-logged rods, that pres-
sure differential providing the motive force to expel water
from inside the rod into the container, so that it can be
removed as vapor to enhance dryness within the container. In
such a case, vacuum drying is important because such water-
logged rods are, very often, older and colder rods that do not
generate sufficient internal heat to expel the water as vapor. If
they remain water-logged during dry storage or transport, the
opportunity for spent fuel or container degradation through
corrosion or other mechanisms, in clear violation of regula-
tions, increases. Finally, the vacuum drying process presents
no threat to the spent fuel or to the spent fuel container, since
the maximum of one atmosphere of differential pressure that
these fuel rods and canisters experience is far less than the
normal, off-normal, and accident condition loadings for
which they are designed for service in a reactor.

Other proposed drying processes that simply pump a
heated gas through the container may very well fail to remove
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such moisture trapped in spent fuel rods because there is
neither a sufficient heat source within the fuel nor a sufficient
pressure differential across the fuel cladding to remove the
moisture. Indeed, with a system that pumps a heated and
pressurized gas through the container for drying, the increase
in the pressure differential caused by the gas tends to suppress
moisture vaporization in the fuel and container and to force
the moisture to remain within the water-logged fuel. Further,
there are other “moisture hide-out” conditions that may per-
tain to spent fuel and its containers that a pressurized gas
drying system will have great difficulty in eliminating. These
conditions include the use of damaged fuel cans within spent
fuel containers and water that is trapped within spent fuel
assembly guide tubes, among others.

With all the advantages of vacuum drying, its major draw-
back occurs when very hot spent fuel must be placed into dry
storage or transported. With very hot spent fuel under
vacuum, the cooling atmosphere no longer surrounds the fuel
and, without a conducting medium to remove fuel heat, fuel
temperatures can rise rapidly over a period of hours. Such a
temperature rise threatens the operators at the power plant
with exceeding both the fuel high temperature and the fuel
temperature variation regulatory limits. For this reason, it is
vitally important to the industry to have a modified system for
drying very hot spent fuel within a container, so that proper
dryness can be achieved while maintaining fuel temperatures
within regulatory requirements. The method described herein
achieves this outcome without compromising the very useful
application and effectiveness of vacuum drying, which has
been demonstrated over several decades to assure spent fuel
dryness for long term material integrity and stability.

Embodiments of the disclosure facilitate proper spent fuel
container dryness while controlling and limiting the fuel tem-
perature rise that may result from using proven vacuum dry-
ing methods alone. A method according to the disclosure
comprises the use of both a vacuum drying system and a
non-reactive gas cooling system that works in combination
with the vacuum drying system. The vacuum drying system is
comprised of outlet paths and connections from the spent fuel
container, vacuum drying pump or pumps, pump discharge
paths and connections to radioactive liquid and gas disposal
systems, other pump discharge paths and connections as well
as associated piping, valving, and monitoring instrumenta-
tion.

In one embodiment, a gas cooling system according to the
disclosure may be comprised of inlet paths and connections to
the spent fuel container, outlet paths and connections from the
spent fuel container, which may be integrated with the
vacuum drying system, non-reactive gas circulating pump or
pumps, which may be integrated with the drying system
vacuum pump or pumps, pump discharge paths and connec-
tions to the spent fuel container and to the heat exchanger,
other pump discharge paths and connections, a heat
exchanger with appropriate cooling medium inlet, outlet, and
moisture drain features, such heat exchanger being located in
the main non-reactive gas circulation flow path and/or in a
parallel path, a non-reactive gas supply and supply connec-
tion, and associated piping, valving, and monitoring instru-
mentation. The non-reactive gases that may be used include,
but are not limited to, all inert gases (helium, argon, etc.),
carbon dioxide, nitrogen, or other gases having high thermal
stability with good heat transfer properties (high moisture
absorption characteristics may also be considered as a valu-
able parameter).

Upon initiation of the container and spent fuel drying pro-
cess, the heat generation rate of the spent fuel in the container
is known, and fuel heat-up rates and increase in the resulting
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temperatures of the spent fuel have been calculated based
upon the design conditions of the container. Typically, this
disclosed drying method will be used with spent fuel contain-
ers having contained fuel heat rates in the range of 25 kW to
45 kW, although with lower or higher container heat rates, the
method can still be applied effectively. With the spent fuel and
container heat rates and temperatures known from calculation
or measurement, an initial vacuum is drawn on the system,
which begins the removal of moisture. Because of a fuel clad
temperature variation range limitation of approximately 50°
C.10 100° C., or because of a peak spent fuel clad temperature
limit that can range from approximately 250° C. to 400° C.,
depending on fuel or regulatory restrictions, the initial drying
period will be predetermined, based upon the temperature of
the spent fuel in the container at vacuum drying initiation and
the heat generation rate of the spent fuel. This period will
typically be less than 10 hours, but vacuum drying continues
until both the calculated fuel temperature and the range of fuel
temperature increase after the initial period of vacuum drying
reach pre-determined values based upon the initial condi-
tions. When vacuum drying is stopped, gas cooling is initiated
by back-filling the system with a non-reactive gas at approxi-
mately atmospheric or somewhat higher pressure and using
the cooling system pump or pumps to circulate the gas
through the spent fuel container. For purposes of meeting
regulatory non-condensable/corrosive gas limitations in the
canister, the non-reactive gas should meet chemical gas purity
standards or have impurities typically totaling less than 0.5%,
depending on the impurity(ies). A spent fuel container, with
the internal spent fuel basket and the rod-and-grid array of the
spent fuel assemblies, makes a desirable arrangement for a
typical tube-and-shell heat exchanger to remove spent fuel
heat, thereby providing excellent control of both fuel tem-
perature peaks and ranges of variation.

If the fuel container is generating heat above a rate that
requires other than ambient cooling of the non-reactive gas in
the cooling circuit (typically less than 30 kW), the non-reac-
tive gas heat exchange system may also be used, and cooling
water flow to the heat exchanger will be started. As with
heat-up, the fuel temperature range must also be controlled
during cool-down with the non-reactive gas, and this will be
done by calculation using the parameters of the fuel, con-
tainer, and drying system previously discussed. As the gas
circulates through the spent fuel container, it removes heat
from the fuel and, as the gas is heated by the spent fuel, it can
also absorb moisture from the spent fuel container. The cir-
culating gas primarily serves the purpose to cool the spent
fuel in the container, and the gas is cooled by the heat
exchanger, thereby allowing the fuel temperature to be con-
trolled by the gas flow rate appropriate for the wide range of
possible spent fuel loading conditions and the amount of
sub-cooling established by the heat exchanger, based upon
pre-determined levels established by calculation. An ancil-
lary feature of the gas chilling function performed by the heat
exchanger (as with even a simple air-conditioning system) is
that the moisture from the spent fuel container retained by the
heated, non-reactive gas will condense and be removed from
the gas in the heat exchanger while the fuel temperature is
being stabilized at a pre-determined level.

Once the spent fuel and gas have achieved a condition of
homeostasis at the desired temperature within the range of
approximately 250° C. to approximately 400° C. and within
the accepted range of temperature variation of approximately
50° C. to 100° C., as determined by gas flow rate and spent
fuel container inlet gas temperature, gas cooling period, spent
fuel heat generation rate, and spent fuel container outlet gas
temperature, then gas cooling may be stopped and vacuum
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drying may be resumed. This drying and heat removal process
cycle may be repeated as desired, and a vacuum dryness
testing process (e.g., the pressure rise in the spent fuel con-
tainer over a given period when isolated from vacuum drying
as a result of additional moisture evaporating into the vapor
state) may be performed at any time. With proper manage-
ment of multiple cycles of drying and heat removal, sufficient
dryness while assuring the regulatory limits of spent fuel
temperature or temperature variation can be achieved because
the non-reactive gas cooling system may always be relied
upon for a specified period of time to actually control the
spent fuel temperatures and range of variation so that addi-
tional drying and heat removal cycles can be performed until
proper dryness is achieved.

The method for use of the combined vacuum drying and
heat removal systems can utilize a known heat generation rate
of the spent fuel within the container, the approximate initial
temperature of the spent fuel before the initiation of vacuum
drying, the inlet temperature and the flow rate of non-reactive
gas through the spent fuel container, and the spent fuel con-
tainer non-reactive gas outlet temperature. These parameters
may all be measured or conservatively calculated as part of
the procedures to implement the method. All resulting system
conditions and parameters can be conservatively calculated
on the basis of known initial conditions and procedures that
vary in accordance with these known initial conditions may
be established based upon such calculations so that proper
spent fuel container dryness with spent fuel temperatures
remaining in compliance with regulatory directions is
assured.

Accordingly, FIG. 1 shows one embodiment of a system
100 according to the present disclosure. In the embodiment
shown in FIG. 1, spent fuel (e.g., spent nuclear fuel) is dis-
posed within a spent fuel container 103. In an embodiment,
the spent fuel container further comprises a spent fuel canister
156 disposed within another cask used to handle the canister.
The spent fuel within the spent fuel container 103 can initially
be allowed to reach a pre-determined temperature in a non-
reactive gas, the temperature being approximately that of
normal operation for the heat generation rate of the spent fuel
once it is in dry storage or in transport. Such a temperature
would typically be in the range of approximately 150° C. to
approximately 300° C. In many embodiments, the pre-deter-
mined temperature can be one that permits a container tem-
perature that causes vaporization of residual moisture within
the spent fuel container. The spent fuel container 103 is also
coupled to at least one inlet path 105 as well as at least one
outlet path 107, which communicatively couple the spent fuel
container 103 to a circulation path 109 typically comprising a
high quality metal that is corrosion, diffusion and leakage
resistant (e.g., stainless steel), ceramic, or other high integrity
material that is configured to circulate a non-reactive gas
among the various components of the system. The circulation
path 109 can be communicatively coupled to the various
components of the depicted system 100 and permit the flow of
gas between the various components as depicted in the non-
limiting example of FIG. 1. The depicted system 100 can also
include a spent fuel container bypass valve 110 that can
substantially isolate the spent fuel container from the circu-
lation path 109. Additionally, the circulation path 109 can
include one or more shutoff valves 112 that can cause circu-
lation of gas through the circulation path 109 to cease.

At least one circulation pump 113, when the system isin a
vacuum drying mode, can be used to cause a reduction of
pressure within the spent fuel container 103 as well as the rest
of'the circulation path 109 relative to the atmosphere. In some
embodiments, the circulation pump 113 can cause near-
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vacuum conditions within the spent fuel container 103 and/or
the circulation path 109. The reduction of pressure within the
spent fuel container in the vacuum drying mode 103 can cause
moisture extraction from the spent fuel within the spent fuel
container and from the container itself. Additionally, when
the circulation pump is used for non-reactive gas cooling of
the spent fuel, the non-reactive gas absorbs heat from the
spent fuel.

Accordingly, a heat exchanger 117 coupled to the circula-
tion path 109 is configured to remove heat from the gas
exiting the spent fuel container 103. Therefore, the heat
exchanger 117 can be coupled to a cooling inlet 118 as well as
a cooling outlet 119 for circulation of a coolant through the
heat exchanger. The heat exchanger 117 can also be coupled
with a liquid waste removal system that can remove poten-
tially radioactive waste liquids from the gas exiting the spent
fuel container 103 via a liquid waste outlet 120. The circula-
tion path 109 can also be configured with a heat exchanger
bypass valve system 122 that can be configured to isolate the
heat exchanger from the circulation path 109 if necessary. The
liquid waste outlet 120 can likewise be configured with a
liquid waste shutoff valve 125 to isolate the liquid waste
outlet 120 from the heat exchanger 117.

During a subsequent cooling mode, a non-reactive gas
source 131 coupled to the circulation path 109 to provide the
non-reactive gas circulating throughout the system 100. The
non-reactive gas source would typically be pressurized to a
value in the range of 100 psig or greater in order to supply the
volume of gas desired for system and container backfill and
system flow rates. In one embodiment, such a source would
be typically provided as bottled-gas that may be replaced
when empty. Further, as noted above for the vacuum drying
mode, the circulation pump 113 can cause a reduction of
pressure within the circulation path 109 relative to the atmo-
sphere. Accordingly, such a pressure differential can draw the
non-reactive gas from the container and circulation system at
the re-initiation of vacuum drying and discharge that gas to a
radioactive waste gas system or through a vent to another
storage (tanks or similar) system for use during the next gas
cooling mode. A non-reactive gas shutoff valve 133 can also
be provided, which can isolate the non-reactive gas source
131 from the circulation path 109.

A four-way flow splitter 141 (e.g., a four-way splitter ball
valve) can also be employed that is coupled to the circulation
path 109 to facilitate enhancement of non-reactive gas flow
rates or to supplement moisture extraction rates during
vacuum drying. A shutoff valve system 155 can isolate the
four-way splitter 141 from the circulation path 109 as well as
halt circulation of gases through the circulation path 109. A
radioactive waste gas outlet 145 can also be coupled to the
circulation path 109 to remove any radioactive waste gases
that may persist in the gas exiting the spent fuel container 103
from the circulation path during vacuum drying, prior to
starting recirculation of the non-reactive gas to the at least one
inlet path 105 coupled to the spent fuel container 103. In an
embodiment, a radioactive waste gas disposal system 157 is
coupled to the circulation path, the radioactive waste gas
disposal system configured to remove radioactive waste gas
from the circulation path. Such disposition of potentially
radioactive gases from within the spent fuel container into a
power plant’s radioactive waste gas system is a typical opera-
tion for the management of plant radioactive waste. A radio-
active waste gas outlet shutoff valve 147 can isolate the radio-
active waste gas outlet from the circulation path 109. The
circulation pump(s) may also be coupled to a venting system
149 for storing (recycling) of non-reactive gas from one cool-
ing cycle to the next, and a venting shutoff valve 151 can
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isolate the venting system from the circulating pump(s). In
some embodiments, an additional circulation pump 161 can
be employed. In various embodiments, a first pump can be
employed for vacuum drying and a second pump for gas
recirculation flow throughout the system.

A method using vacuum drying combined with non-reac-
tive gas cooling of hot spent nuclear fuel in dry storage and
transport containers can allow operators of such systems to
meet regulatory fuel temperature requirements while achiev-
ing proper spent fuel container dryness using the most effi-
cient and proven vacuum drying systems and methods. FIG. 2
illustrates a flowchart that depicts one example of a method
according to an embodiment of the disclosure. The method
illustrated in FIG. 2 can be implemented in a system accord-
ing to the present disclosure.

First, in box 201, spent nuclear fuel can be disposed or
stored in a spent fuel container that is coupled to a circulation
path. As noted above, a spent fuel container can comprise a
canister with a closure lid that can, in turn, be disposed in a
storage and/or transport cask. In box 203, a negative pressure
can be imparted on the spent fuel container. In some embodi-
ments, a negative pressure can be generated by a vacuum
pump and/or recirculation pump that is coupled to the circu-
lation path. In box 204, gas can be discharged from the spent
fuel container to a radioactive waste gas system and/or vent.
Next, in box 205, a non-reactive gas can be released and/or
injected into the spent fuel container and/or the circulation
path. In box 209, a gas exiting the spent fuel container can be
cooled by a heat exchanger or other apparatus to remove heat
from the gas. In box 210, the non-reactive gas can be circu-
lated through the recirculation path. The circulation of the
non-reactive gas can facilitate the controlling and/or modu-
lation of temperature levels in the spent fuel container. In box
211, vacuum drying of the spent fuel container can be
resumed. In box 212, condensate waste can be removed from
the system. In some embodiments, condensate waste may be
radioactive in nature and thus properly disposed of.

Finally, it should be noted that commercial spent nuclear
fuel has been generated and accumulated for more than 50
years at power plants in the U.S. That means there is an
extensive variation in fuel design, heat generation rates, cool-
ing periods, materials of fabrication, uranium enrichments,
burn-ups, and other parameters that all play significant roles
in establishing the design characteristics of the subject
method. Where typical values are provided, it must be under-
stood that the large variation in commercial spent nuclear fuel
designs, materials, and radioactive decay periods means there
will also be a number of method and system approaches that
will be outside the typical ranges provided herein.

Although the flowchart of FIG. 2 shows a specific order of
execution, it is understood that the order of execution may
differ from that which is depicted. For example, the order of
execution of two or more blocks may be scrambled relative to
the order shown. Also, two or more blocks shown in succes-
sion in FIG. 2 may be executed concurrently or with partial
concurrence. Further, in some embodiments, one or more of
the blocks shown in FIG. 2 may be skipped or omitted.

It should be noted that ratios, concentrations, amounts, and
other numerical data may be expressed herein in a range
format. It is to be understood that such a range format is used
for convenience and brevity, and thus, should be interpreted in
a flexible manner to include not only the numerical values
explicitly recited as the limits of the range, but also to include
all the individual numerical values or sub-ranges encom-
passed within that range as if each numerical value and sub-
range is explicitly recited. To illustrate, a concentration range
of “about 0.1% to about 5% should be interpreted to include
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notonly the explicitly recited concentration of about 0.1 wt %
to about 5 wt %, but also include individual concentrations
(e.g., 1%, 2%, 3%, and 4%) and the sub-ranges (e.g., 0.5%,
1.1%, 2.2%, 3.3%, and 4.4%) within the indicated range. In
an embodiment, the term “about” can include traditional
rounding according to significant figures of the numerical
value. In addition, the phrase “about ‘X’ to ‘y” includes
“about X’ to about ‘y’”. Additionally, where components of
embodiments of the disclosure are shown and/or discussed as
being coupled, communicatively coupled and/or connected to
one another, it should be appreciated that these components
may not be in direct coupling to one another, and that inter-
mediary components or elements can be employed between
the coupled components.

It should be emphasized that the above-described embodi-
ments of the present disclosure are merely possible examples
of implementations set forth for a clear understanding of the
principles of the disclosure. Many variations and modifica-
tions may be made to the above-described embodiment(s)
without departing substantially from the spirit and principles
of the disclosure. All such modifications and variations are
intended to be included herein within the scope of this dis-
closure and protected by the following claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A system, comprising:

a spent fuel container coupled to at least one inlet path and
at least one outlet path, the at least one inlet path con-
figured to transport a non-reactive gas into the spent fuel
container, the at least one outlet path configured to trans-
port potentially radioactive vapor and gas from the spent
fuel container, the at least one inlet path and at least one
outlet path further coupled to a circulation path;

at least one circulation pump coupled to the circulation
path, wherein the at least one circulation pump com-
prises a vacuum circulating pump when the system is
operating in a vacuum drying mode, and a gas circulat-
ing pump when the system is operating in a cooling
mode, the vacuum circulating pump configured to
remove vapor and other gases from the container and
transport the vapor and other gases through the circula-
tion path, and the gas circulating pump configured to
circulate the non-reactive cooling gas through the circu-
lation path;

a heat exchanger coupled to the circulation path;

a non-reactive gas source coupled to the circulation path;
and

a waste vent coupled to the circulation path; wherein

the spent fuel container is configured to receive the non-
reactive gas via the at least one inlet path;
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the waste vent is configured to receive vapor and gases
from the spent fuel container via the circulation path;
and

the heat exchanger is configured to cool a gas exiting the

spent fuel container from the at least one outlet path.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the circulation pump is
configured to create a negative pressure in the spent fuel
container relative to the atmospheric pressure when the sys-
tem is operating in vacuum drying mode.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the circulation pump is
configured to lower a pressure within the spent fuel container
when the system is operating in vacuum drying mode.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the heat exchanger
further comprises:

a cooling medium inlet configured to receive a cooling

medium entering the heat exchanger;

a cooling medium outlet configured to transport the cool-

ing medium exiting the heat exchanger; and

a radioactive waste liquid disposal system configured to

transport a radioactive waste liquid from the heat
exchanger.

5. The system of claim 1, further comprising at least one
heat exchanger shutoff valve system configured to isolate the
heat exchanger from the circulation path.

6. The system of claim 1, further comprising a non-reactive
gas shutoff valve system configured to isolate the non-reac-
tive gas source from the circulation path.

7. The system of claim 1, further comprising a circulation
path shutoff valve system configured to cease circulation of
gasses through the circulation path.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the spent fuel container
further comprises a spent fuel canister disposed within a cask,
and the at least one inlet path and at least one outlet path are
communicatively coupled to the spent fuel canister.

9. The system of claim 1, further comprising a spent fuel
container bypass valve system configured to isolate the spent
fuel container from the circulation path.

10. The system of claim 1, further comprising a radioactive
waste gas disposal system coupled to the circulation path, the
radioactive waste gas disposal system configured to remove
radioactive waste gas from the circulation path.

11. The system of claim 1, further comprising a circulation
path vent configured to vent excess system pressure to
another location.

12. The system of claim 1, wherein a non-reactive gas is
transported into the spent fuel container via the at least one
inlet path and comprises at least one of helium, argon, carbon
dioxide, and nitrogen.

13. The system of claim 12, wherein the non-reactive gas
further comprises another inert gas.
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